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The report covers 133 pages, appendices 19 pages. The
report is divided into ten chapters, of which four deal with the
communal aspect, reservation of seats, re-distribution of provinces
and Indian States. The seventh chapter contains the final recom-
mendations of the Committee. I must not attempt to summarize
the report, if only because it has come into my hands at the
moment of sending the last articles for Young India. I have not
even the time to study the report in full beyond having a cursory
glance through it. But the great merit of it is that the All-Parties
Conference Committee has at last been able to produce a unanimous
report bearing weighty representative signatures. In the matter
of the constitution the main thing was not to present perfect re-
commendations but to secure unanimity for the recommendations
that might in the circumstances be considered the best possible.
And if the practical unanimity arrived at after strenuous labours
by the Committee is sealed by the Conference about to meet at
Lucknow,1 a tremendous step will have been taken in the direction
of constitutional swaraj as distinguished from what might be
termed organic swaraj. For if the country arrives at a workable
unanimity about the questions that have been agitating it for
years, the next thing would be to work for the acceptance of our
demands. And we have arrived at such a step in the country's
history in our evblution that if we can secure real unanimity about
any reasonable proposal, there should be no difficulty in securing
acceptance. I hope therefore that the Conference will meet at
Lucknow with a fixed determination to see the thing through and
that the members who will be there will not engage in a critical
examination of the report with a view to tear it to pieces but with
the determination of arriving at a proper settlement. And if they
will approach the report in that spirit, they will endorse the re-
commendations, except for valid reasons which would appeal to
any sane persons. In thus commending this report to the public,
I tender my congratulations to Pandit Motilal Nehru without whose
effort there would have been no Committee, there would have been
no unanimity and there would have been no report.

Young India, 16-8-1928

1 On August 28, 1928; mdt "After Luokngw", 6-9-1928.